
Who we are? 

The initiative to establish an organization that would include professionals working in the field of 

protection and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities was launched in the 1950s. The organization 

was founded by merging several organizations of special educators and was called the Union of special 

educational and rehabilitational associations of the Republic of Macedonia. The first initiators for 

founding the organization are: Ph.D. Prof. Ljupco Ajdinski, Ph.D. Prof. Slavko Keramitchievski, Slavco 

Andreevski, Velichko Andreevski, Mira Velichkova and others. The first president of this organization 

was Mr. Slavco Andreevski and then Mr. Slavko Keramitchievski. Presidents data have been available 

since 1979. The mandate of each of the Presidents is shown in the table below. 

 

No.              President              Mandate 

1. Nikola Chabukovski 24.11.1979-06.12.1980 

2. Slavcho Andreevski 06.12.1980-13.02.1982 

3. Ismet Kurtagik 13.02.1982-14.03.1983 

4. Ljupco Pushkovski 14.03.1983-19.10.1984 

5. Slavko Keramitchievski 19.10.1984-12.06.1989 

6. Mira Velichkova 12.06.1989-10.02.1995 

7. Ljupco Ajdinski  10.02.1995-19.10.1999 

8. Elizabet Soltirova 19.10.1999-13.09.2004 

9. Zoran Kitkanj 13.09.2004-11.04.2009 

10. Goran Petrushev 11.04.2009 – current 

 

Each of the Presidents of this organization has contributed to the realization of a variety of activities that 

are distributed in annual programs. Within this history will be highlighted the activities of programs that 

are of particular importance for laying the foundations of Special Education and Rehabilitation in 

R.Macedonia and the activities for promotion of this science. The first attempts at institutional 

protection of persons with disabilities in the Republic of Macedonia occurred sometime in the fifties of 

the 19th century. In the period 1948-1970 most of the special educators' activities were focused on 

opening institutions for people with disabilities and establishing special education and rehabilitation as a 

science in the Republic of Macedonia. In this period in the Republic of Macedonia no special educators 

have been educated, all ideas and working activities have been derived from the already qualified 

special educators in Belgrade or Zagreb.  

In 1991, in October, the Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators of the Republic of 

Macedonia prepared a project proposal for establishment of a higher education institution for education 

of special education in the Republic of Macedonia, and submitted it to the Government of the Republic 

of Macedonia, to the Rectorate of the University "Ss. Cyril and Methodius University and the Ministry of 

Education and PhysicalEducation. Until this period in the Republic of Macedonia, no special education 

and rehabilitation staff was educated. Namely, in December 1992, the Association applied a request to 

the Ministry of Education and Science for postgraduate studies in Special Education and Rehabilitation, 

in order to increase the number of Masters and Specialists in Special Education and Rehabilitation that 

would enable more educated professional Specialists in Special Education and Rehabilitation. In January 

1995, the Association sends a request to the Ministry of Education and Science, for the purpose of 

employment of special educators in schools and institutions.  



In March 1995, the Association applies for another request to the Ministry of Education and Science to 

register the profile of a special pedagogue for prevention and re-socialization of persons with social 

behavior disorder, as well as physical and mental development, which should be more properly 

regulated in laws and bylaws. 

In March 1996, the Association launched a project to organize the treatment of autistic children. In 

September 1996, the Association met with Assistant Minister Ilija Rajchanovski regarding the 

employment of a special pedagogue for prevention and re-socialization, as well as a decision on granting 

scholarships for special education and rehabilitation staff in the Republic of Macedonia. The same year, 

in November, the Association signs an agreement with UNICEF to co-operate and maintain a Symposium 

on Detection, Diagnosis and Treatment. As a result of this collaboration from 5th to 8th of November a 

Symposium is being held in Struga. 

On April 24, 1997, the Association promoted  the “Journal of Special Education and Rehabilitation”. The 

Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators of R. Macedonia together with Faculty of Philosophy 

until 2017, actively participates in the publication of this professional journal which is indexed in 18 

international databases. In December of the same year the Union together with the first children's 

embassy “Megjashi” joins the Coalition for the Rights of the Child. The same month, the Association 

submits a request to Macedonian Center for International Cooperation through a project that addresses 

the dignity of the handicapped persons. This request was adopted in 1998 when the Alliance and the 

Macedonian Center for International Affairs they sign a contract and start implementing the project. 

On April 23, 1999, the organization was re-registered in accordance with the new Law on associations 

and foundations under the new name of the organization: Association of Special Educators and 

Rehabilitators of the Republic Macedonia. In May 1999, the Association signs an agreement with Prof. 

Ph.D Ljupco Ajdinski, Prof. Ph.D. Goran Aydin and Ass. Zoran Kitkan, MA, for publishing the book 

Fundamentals of Special Education and Rehabilitation Theory. In a month October of the same year the 

Association together with the Institute for Children with hearing impairment "Koco Racin" in Bitola 

organizes a roundtable on: Contemporary organizational professional, scientific tendencies, situations 

and problems of Special Education and Rehabilitation Theory and Practice in Current Transition 

Conditions. In 2001, the Association informes the Ministry of Education, Labor and Social Policy in 

concerning the implementation of a rulebook on the assessment of the specific needs of persons with 

physical and mental disabilities.  

In 2002, the Association organizes a meeting on:  Past experiences of integration, inclusion and 

deinstitutionalization of children with disabilities.  

In 2003 the Association publishes a monograph written by Velichko Andreevski which is in connection 

with his seventieth birthday and also the retirement of Prof. Ph.D. Ljupco Ajdinski, entitled "Man with 

gratitude”. In 2008, the Association participated in the publication of the monograph of Prof. Ph.D. 

Ljupco Ajdinski, referring to sixty years of special education and rehabilitation theory and practice. In the 

same year the Association is one of the providers that provides training for children with disabilities. 

Trainings are funded and promoted by the Ministry of Education and Science through the Modernization 

Project education.  

In 2009, the Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators was reorganized with increasing 

activities, sections and committees. The same year the Association gets a new website, adopts more 



Rulebooks for its work and organizes more lectures for its members. One of the first lectures was 

realized by Mr. Jeff Simson of the United States, on the topic: "The Development of mathematical 

concepts and skills in children with special needs ". 

In 2010 several professional events were organized: In the period from 27 to 29 May 2010 international 

expert meeting was organized on the topic: “60 years - organized education, rehabilitation and 

employment of persons with disabilities in the Republic of Macedonia” at the Hotel Molika in Bitola. In 

the organization also participated the Institute for Rehabilitation of Children with Hearing Impairment 

“Koco Racin” – Bitola. The event was under the auspices of the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy. As a 

result of the successful organization and realization of the conference, the Association has published a 

Collection of Abstracts. This Collection of Abstracts contains 87 abstracts and 6 poster presentations 

(abstracts) by 144 authors.  

In collaboration with the Institute of Special Education and Rehabilitation, the Citizen's Association 

"Mother Teresa", National Coordinative Body for Equal Rights of People with Disabilities and the 

Association of Intellectual Pensioners - Skopje, The Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators 

of the Republic of Macedonia participated in the celebration organization on the occasion of the 80th 

years of birth and 65 years of human and scientific activity in pedagogy, social protection and special 

education and rehabilitation, Professor Ljupco Ajdinski. The celebration was held on 28.04.2010 in the 

home of the ARM.  

On a meeting of the Presidency of the Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators of the 

Republic of Macedonia, held on 25.05.2010, a decision was made to introduce the award for the best 

special Institution in the Republic of Macedonia. This award will be given once a year as part of the 

professional meetings in May. For objective selection of the institution, the Presidency establishes a 

special commission that selects the institution and makes a proposal to the Presidency. The award is in 

amount of 10.000,00 denars, provided by own funds from prof.Ph.D. Ljupco Ajdinski, Honorary 

President of the Association. Later the awards were extended to the best student with disability and the 

best special educator, awarded after the Announcement of the Competition with the decision of the 

Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators Foundation "Professor Ljupco Ajdinski". 

In the area of legislation, a draft strategy for inclusive education in R.Macedonia was prepared. This 

document was submitted to the relevant institutions in the Republic of Macedonia, with the purpose of 

its adoption. The goal that the Association wants to achieve through this accomplished activity is to 

regulate it inclusive policy at the level of the Republic of Macedonia as well as a framework for its 

promotion and implementation. In September of the same year, a Draft Law on Special Education and 

Rehabilitation was prepared and submitted to Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia. The bill was 

drafted by a working group made up of members of the Association. The draft law regulates the special 

education and rehabilitation activity, the role of the special educator, performing the activity, 

establishment of a special education and rehabilitation chamber, adoption of a code of professional 

ethics, supervision of work, penalties and final provisions. 

The Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators of the Republic of Macedonia in the period 

01.02.2010 to 31.01.2011 was the bearer of the project "Promoting the educational process for children 

with special needs at local level " and it was made possible under the CIVICA Mobilitas program 

implemented by the Center for Institutional Development - CIRa, financially supported by the Swiss 

Agency for Development and Cooperation - SDC. As a result of the successfully implemented project 

activities, a Project Manual was issued. 



In the same program in 2011, the project "Simultaneous strengthening of the municipality 

capacities and citizen participation for better cooperation” was implemented. This project was 

implemented in others 10 municipalities and resulted in capacity building of organizations of persons 

with disabilities as well as training to the municipal administration for more successful planning to 

improve the quality of services for the people with disabilities. A Project Manual "How to get an 

inclusive municipality" intended for municipal staff to facilitate planning for the needs of persons with 

disabilities. The manual is published in Macedonian and Albanian language. 

In May 2011, a Symposium was organized together with the Association of Pediatrics of the Republic of 

Macedonia with international participation on “Early intervention and developmental disorders” in 

Ohrid. The symposium was also attended by guests from Italy, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Serbia and Kosovo. 

The purpose of this symposium was improvement of early intervention in the Republic of Macedonia 

and the adaptation of the European legal regulation. From the Symposium a collection of papers "Early 

Intervention and Development disorders" is published in Macedonian and English language. The 

collection contains 61 expert papers by authors from the Republic of Macedonia and abroad. In October 

2011 the realization of the project “Developmental monitoring of children with special needs” funded by 

the Royal Norwegian Embassy which runs until 31.01.2012 and its purpose is counseling and training for 

parents of premature babies with a risk factor. 

In the period of May 17-19, 2012 at the hotel Sirius-Strumica, an international event was organized. 

Scientific-Expert Meeting on the topic: Inclusive education - situation and challenges. Organizers of this 

gathering were: the Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators of the Republic of Macedonia; 

Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic Macedonia and Faculty of Philosophy-Institute of 

Special Education and Rehabilitation. This same year a collection of papers which emerged from the 

Scientific-Expert Meeting on "Inclusive Education - Situation and Challenges" is published. That same 

year SDRM participates in the publication of the book "Life and Work", authored by Prof. Ph.D. Ljupco 

Ajdinski. 

From the beginning of 2013 SDRM starts publishing information magazine "Special education" and 

rehabilitation ". First Symposium on Pervasive Disorders “Scientific achievements in the function of 

practice” was organized in May 2014 in Struga. The Symposium was organized by the Association of 

Special Educators and Rehabilitators of Republic of Macedonia and PHI University Clinic for Pediatric 

Diseases - Skopje. Proceedings of the Symposium have been published. 

In October 2015, the Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators together with the Association 

of Physiotherapists of Republic of Macedonia organized an international conference "Team approach in 

medical rehabilitation of children with disability” held in Gostivar. 

In June 2016 an international conference “Contemporary Trends in Special Education and Rehabilitation 

Theory and Practice” was held in Ohrid, organized by the Association of Special Educators and 

Rehabilitators of Republic of Macedonia and Faculty of Philosophy-Skopje. 

In August 2017- Organizes a conference “Specifics of social-sexual development and functioning of 

persons with autistic spectrum disorder "in Skopje. The lecturer at the conference is Mr. Vlatko Dabic, 

from Canada. 

From August 2017 until May 2019, the Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators has realized 

the project “Providing specialized support for children with special needs from Demir Kapija Special 

Institute with the aim of deinstitutionalization”. This project was financially supported by the UNICEF 



Office in Skopje and with it all the children up to the age of 18 were moved to small group homes by 

Demir Kapija Special Institute in the community. The project has issued a "Handbook on Providing 

Support to Children with Disabilities through the therapeutic approach of intensive interaction”. 

In November 2017, an educational seminar "Rehabilitation of cerebral palsy multidisciplinary approach”, 

was held in Kumanovo, organized by the Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators of Republic 

of Macedonia and the Association of Physiotherapists of the Republic of Macedonia. 

In March 2018, an International conference on the European Day of Speech Therapy was held, on topic: 

"Augmentative and Alternative Communication", organized by the Hearing Rehabilitation Institute, 

Speech and Voice - Skopje / Bitola and the Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators of the 

Republic of Macedonia. 

From June 2018 to December 2018 - The Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators has realized 

the project “Providing specialized support for adults with disabilities from the Demir Kapija-Special 

Institute, for the purpose of the deinstitutionalization”, which was financially supported by the UNDP-

Skopje and Swiss Embassy. 

On 18th of April 2019 the Assembly of the Association of Special Educators and Rehabilitators decided to 

change the name of the Association. The new name is: Association of Special Educators and 

Rehabilitators of the Republic of North Macedonia, after which was re-registered in the Central Register 

on 13.05.2019. 

From 16thto 18th of May, in Bitola was celebrated the 70th anniversary of the establishment of the first 

institution for rehabilitation of children with disabilities with the organization of an international 

scientific-professional conference “70 years - organized education, rehabilitation and employment of 

persons with disabilities in the Republic of North Macedonia”. The conference was organized under the 

auspices of the President of the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, which opened the 

conference. The Ministers of Education and Science, Health, Labor and Social Policy also attended. 

Plaques and certificates of appreciation were awarded of Honorary Citizens, also Collection of essays 

were published. 


